From the President

President’s Reort
President’s Report
You would know of the Greek legend where Sisyphus is punished in the underworld by the god Zeus, who
forces him to roll a boulder up a hill for eternity. Every time he nears the top of the hill, the boulder rolls back
down again.
I think of Time in a similar way, except that once the boulder, Time, has reached the top it starts down the
other side and starts to gather speed. Halfway through the year already!
Early in April we had the AGM. This will be my last term as President, as it will be time to move on to other
things. The Management Committee has remained the same, a good, steady team. Bert Luchjenbroers,
David Baru and Sheena De Jaeger Miles were voted on to the Committee. Brad Ellis later rejoined to make
up the full complement. Unfortunately, since then, David and his partner Gary have decided to return to
Sydney. David said that playing bridge at the club had been the highlight of their time in Brisbane, with
everyone being so welcoming and accepting.
At present the Committee is grappling with the different quotes we’ve had for new solar panels and trying to
match ‘like-for-like’. We are nearly there. A new whiteboard will be coming to the EGC to replace the present
one, which is on its last castors. Daina Geise worked hard to get a grant for this.
Also, as you read this, hopefully a new door to the Ladies will have been installed! David will have it painted
as soon as he can. The seminars on MyABF went very well, and I believe representatives of other clubs
were very impressed. Remember, there is help at our club if you are uncertain how to register with MyABF –
it’s fairly straightforward, but please ask for help if you would like a hand.
Since the AGM we’ve played the Imp Pairs, the weekend QBA Butler Pairs, the Mixed Pairs, the President’s
Tray and the NSBC Championship Teams.
Our congratulations to all the winners of these events. I was generally happy with the way these events went,
but it was disappointing to see only eight teams for our Championship. As a club with many members, and
many upcoming members, these ‘status’ events like the Teams need to be well supported via a good turnout.
I played with some first timers to teams to introduce them to the enjoyment of the Teams format, and we had
a great time. Next year, put it in your diary, July 15. Plenty of advance warning.
In our diary we have set down our ‘Xmas in July’ on July 23, after the Saturday session bridge. If the Saturday
people don’t mind, we can change the starting time that day so there will be no late finish.
The idea is to keep it simple – the club will provide refreshments, and we’ll do a couple of fun things of course,
but the main idea is to socialise, get to know each other a little better (what’s this person really like behind
the bridge mask?) – just an informal, pleasant afternoon. If you are pretty sure you will be coming, please
email me, and then I’ll have a definite idea of whether or not we will go ahead with our ‘Xmas in July’.
bramble_bay@icloud.com (that’s bramble_bay). I hope for a good number on the day. Oh, and by the way,
don’t forget our Jill Wilson Championship Pairs on Saturday August 6.
The departure of Helen Bryant to Beachmere certainly left spaces in our kitchen staff roster that needed to
be filled. I’m pleased to say that Kim Rienke and Solange Graham have settled in extremely well.
/over
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Solange has been filling in on Tuesday mornings while Lissy has been in Europe, but will be finishing up on
June 28. I would like to thank Lissy for her time with us. She has always been conscientious and happy to
help at all times, and we wish her well.
Finally, a reminder – when players leave the table at the end of a session, all chairs should be neatly pushed
in, and all rubbish removed. Sometimes the table and side tables may have to be straightened up. If
everybody took care of their quarter of the table, it would save someone a job they shouldn’t have to do. It’s
only a small thing, but it makes a big difference. I ask for your help in this because players coming in for the
next session should expect things to look ‘just right’ – as you would.
Regards, Andy Slater

NSBC Committee 2022
The 63rd NSBC AGM was held on Saturday, April 10, with 35 members attending. Our Management
Committee is:
President:

Andy Slater

Secretary:

Kate O’Donnell

Treasurer: Andrea Parkins

Bert Luchjenbroers, Jacqui Dudurovic, Daina Geise, Helen Baran, Warren Brown, Sheena de Jaeger Miles,
and Brad Ellis

Committee Updates
There’s no chance of anyone missing the Bridge Club with our new street signs:

Partnership Requests
Our new Partnership Request continues to be well used as you can probably see from all the MailChimps
that are sent out.
I know these emails can be a bit annoying if you are not interested, but for those people who are after
partners it makes it much easier to find someone to play with. If you are not interested, just delete the
email.
If you are after a partner for a session or sessions:



Go to Partnership Request on the NSBC website and click on the link
In the request include your name, Masterpoints and the session you require a partner for,
and we will do the rest.
Kate O’Donnell (Partnership Requests)
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Walk-In Tuesdays (Morning Session only)
Walk-in Tuesday Mornings continue. Our thanks to the Stand-by Volunteers - Paul Mathieson, Helen
Baran, Warren Brown and Chrissie Carter, who make it all happen.
There is still room for more players on a Tuesday morning – it’s a very friendly and welcoming session. If
you find yourself at a loose end on a Tuesday morning, come along. No partner required.
Kate O’Donnell

New Tablecloths
Thanks to Kay Elliott and Lee Horner for making our new tablecloths. They look great on the tables and
are easy to sanitise at the end of the session.
Unfortunately, the tablecloths already have biro marks on them and Committee has asked that players take
care and do not ink the cloths. Thank you for your co-operation.

Maintenance
New lights have been installed to light up the carpark for the security of members playing in the evening.

MyABF Update
In May, NSBC hosted two presentations on MyABF for NSBC members and representatives from local bridge
clubs. The presentations were well supported by both members and clubs and the committee would like to
extend a thank you to everyone who participated and showed interest in what would be one of the most
significant developments in Australian bridge history.
Julian Foster, the MyABF Project Manager and Business Analyst, adeptly walked the audience through the
background of MyABF, how to register and navigate the site. Feedback suggests Julian allayed many of the
members’ and club representative’s concerns and reinforced the many benefits of the site to players and
clubs. NSBC is grateful for the time and effort Julian put into the presentations. His personable, professional
and engaging style along with his extensive knowledge of MyABF ensured a successful couple of days.
While the committee understands that MyABF is for some a daunting undertaking, the long term benefits
outweigh the initial teething problems. NSBC, being a pilot club, ensures that the concerns of members are
relayed to the developers and solutions found. See the list of benefits below:
Benefits to players over the long term









Manage personal details
View masterpoints
View, enter, and pay for bridge events including sessions
View results
Run a “Bridge Credits” account to pay for bridge entries and sessions
The Automatic top up option makes payment convenient i.e. set and forget when paying for sessions
View announcements from the ABF, QBA and NSBC
Participate in bridge discussion forums

Benefits to clubs over the long term
 Comprehensive management tool covering congresses, finances, masterpoints, membership and
teaching
 With members becoming increasingly time poor, it is harder to get volunteers to assist in the running
of clubs. MyABF will relieve much of this pressure.
As previously advised, NSBC is a pilot club for the upcoming Administration and Paying for Sessions rollouts.
The timeline for these:
 June - the Administration roll out will be released for testing over the month of July.
This is a “behind the scenes” rollout and will have no impact on members.
 Early August - will be for review and implementing improvements arising from testing.
 Late August/early September - the pilot of "Paying for Sessions" begins.
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What does this mean for NSBC members?
This year NSBC has successfully managed its Open congresses on the MyABF platform.
The next stage will see NSBC managing Club competitions through MyABF. The first one off the rank will
be the Jill Wilson Championship Pairs on Saturday the 6 th August 2022. Entries are now open for the
competition on the MyABF platform. This means players need to be registered on MyABf to enter and the
entry fee is only payable before the day through the MyABF bridge credit system. Please do not hesitate to
request assistance in entering if required. You will not be the first!
Once the Club competitions are running smoothly on MyABF, the Session competitions will also be run
through MyABF. Please note there are currently NO session competitions published on MyABF.
For the upcoming “Paying for Sessions” rollout i.e. in late August / early September, the Committee strongly
recommends members register for MyABF sooner rather than later and for members’ convenience suggests
the Auto top-up option be selected, i.e. as used in Toll Road and Go card accounts. Early registration will
avoid a last minute rush requesting support as the Club nears implementation. The mechanics of “Paying
for Sessions” on MyABF will be clarified with the Administration rollout, which will then be relayed to members
in a timely manner before implementation.
NSBC currently has 40% of the membership registered i.e. an increase of 6% since the MyABF presentations.
Thank you to members who have registered to date and especially those intrepid members who while finding
MyABF “foreign” soldiered on, sought assistance and are now ready for the new era. Any member who has
any concerns or needs assistance please contact Jacqui Dudurovic in the Administration office or email
enquiries@nsbc4011.com.au .
The Committee looks forward to being one of three clubs being at the frontier of this exciting initiative and
embarking on this exciting new journey with its members.
Jacqui Dudurovic

MyABF presentation with Julian Foster
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Club Results
Monday Shield April 4 & 11 (p.m.)
1st: Margaret Plunkett & Greg Gosney
2nd: John Scrivens & Errol Miller
3rd: Yolande Coroneo & Peter Nilsson
Mixed Pairs Wednesday May 18 & 25 (a.m.)
1st: Yolande Coroneo & Peter Nilsson
2nd: Sunil Mukherjee & Mary Ryan
3rd: Gayle McCarthy & Bert Luchjenbroers
Australia-Wide Novice Pairs Tuesday May31
- Best NSBC Results:
Suzanne Swan & Althea Crowley (86th)
Carolyn Hawken & Ghislaine Green (117th)
Kerry Barridge & Robyn Wells (118th)
President’s Tray Monday June 6 & 13 (a.m.)
1st: Sunil Mukherjee & Bert Luchjenbroers
2nd: Elizabeth Gibson & John Scrivens
3rd: Dorothy Gehrke & Errol Miller
Club Championship Teams Saturday June 11
1st: Greg Gosney, Margaret Plunkett, John
Scrivens & Dennis Sullivan
nd
2 : Mary Ryan, Sunil Mukherjee, Yolande
Coroneo & Jane Farquhar
rd
3 : Gayle McCarthy, David Lehmann, Helen &
Richard McLauchlan

Congress Results
QBA Butler Pairs at NSBC May 21 & 22
Best NSBC Results:
Ladies Champions:

Competitions Coming Up
Club Competitions
Tuesday Pairs July 12 & 19 (a.m.)
Friday Rosebowl Aug 5 & 12 (a.m.)
Entries to: competitions@nsbc4011.com.au
Jill Wilson Championship Pairs Sat Aug 6
Entries online at: myabf.com.au/events

Congress Competitions
Qld Teams of 3 at QCBC Sat July 23
Entries online at: myabf.com.au/events
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Masterpoint Promotions
Since the last Newsletter, the following Home Club
members have achieved masterpoint ranking
promotions. Congratulations to all.
Silver Life
Dennis Sullivan

Bronze Life
Margaret Williamson

Life
Allan McIntyre

Silver National
Jacqui Fardoulys

Bronze State
Beryl Quinn

State
Sandi Pirozzo
Ann Sauer
Marion Gazzard

Bronze Regional
David McEvoy
Maree Huxley
Kay Peachey

Regional
Kerry Barridge
Margaret Pilgrim
Helen Baran
Mark Kowitz
Bronze Local
Anne Adamson
Jacqui Dudurovic

Silver Local
Diane Ainsworth
Local
Shauna Kiernan

Abby Wanigaratne
& Carmel Martin

C:1st:Jane Farquhar
& Yolande Coroneo

B: 3rd: Dennis Sullivan & John Scrivens

Club
Carolyn Hawken
Maria Hewson
Paula Hall
Linda Mortimer
Jim Neibling
Rob Hendry
Elaine Pomerenke

Graduate
Fay McClure
Paul Jenkins
Val Morzone
Marnie Bolton
Tracey Armour
Allan Welsh
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Zephyr Report
Excerpt from Zephyr Education’s Yearly Email
from the Treasurer, Carmel Martin:

NSBC Covid Policy Update
In line with Queensland Health general
guidelines
and
QBA
updates,
the
Management Committee has decided that
from July 1, players will no longer have to be
double vaccinated to enter the NSBC
premises.
Naturally, it is expected that any person not
feeling well will not be coming to the club to
play.
Andrew Slater

Dear All,
For those who don't know us, a core purpose of
Zephyr Education Inc. is to help one of the most
vulnerable groups in our community – children
whose lives have been disrupted by family and
domestic violence. Zephyr supplies these children
with everything they need to get back to school as
quickly as possible including uniforms, shoes,
school bags, textbooks, stationery, computers,
resource fees and even swim packs.
I'll give you the facts and figures so you know how
your donations are being spent.
Since the start of the pandemic we have supplied
an ever-increasing number of laptops and iPads
where the child or young adult needs a computer
for educational purposes and cannot obtain it from
other sources.

New Members
The following new members have recently joined
us:
Tony Keen
Janet Smith
Jane Campbell
Donna O’Reilly
Phillip Layton
Robert Hornsby

In the 2020-2021 financial year, for Queensland
and Tasmania, Zephyr Education paid for uniforms
for 1180 children, and resource fees for 145
children. We also supplied 135 computers, 1688
school bags, 1140 pairs of school shoes, 1295
primary school packs and 400 high school packs.

We welcome our new members and wish them a
long and happy association with our club.

In all, our work helped more than 3000 children
start or restart their education last financial year.
Zephyr’s been called a game-changer and we
believe education is key.

♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Please support our sponsor:

Guy Horsley
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Auctioneer
The House SOLD Name

Zephyr receives no government funding and
obtains its revenue from personal donations,
general fund-raising activities and community
grants.
Almost every dollar Zephyr receives is spent on
purchasing or paying for school-related items and
activities because we are all volunteers, Zephyr’s
workplace is provided rent free and all of our
considerable freight requirements throughout
Queensland are provided by Followmont
Transport free of charge. Zephyr has negligible
administration costs amounting to 1.6%.
Hedley Thomas, a great friend of mine, offered to
do a podcast. I entitled the podcast Zephyr - How
Light Gets In.

Phone:
0418 742 991
Email: gh@eplace.com.au

With the end of the financial year fast approaching,
if you would like to support Zephyr, our website is:
http://www.zephyrpodcast.com.au and you can also
find the podcast here.
Thank you for everything you do.
Carmel Martin
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Flood Appeal
NSBC donated over $2200 to the Queensland Flood Relief appeal, (specifically Red Cross and Windana).
This total included the table fees from both sessions held on Friday, 1st April, as well as members’ cash
donations and the proceeds of a raffle (a beautiful quilt crafted and donated by Sandi Pirozzo).

Kate O’Donnell had the winning raffle ticket

NSBC on Channel 7’s TV News
On April 19, Tuesday morning players were surprised by a visit from Channel 7, who wanted to gather
some educated views from Seniors on the upcoming election.

Val Courtis, Warren Brown, Louise Tucker and Neil Benson telling Georgie Chumbley and
Danny how it should be done
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Brain Teaser #2
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs
East
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

North
763
75
A82
A9763
West
10 5 2
92
J753
J 10 8 5

94
Q J 10 8 6 3
Q94
Q2
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

South
AKQJ8
AK4
K 10 6
K4

South plays in 6 Spades. West leads the Queen of Hearts. How do you intend to make your contract with
the unfavourable club distribution?
Entries accepted over the next 3 weeks. Solution will then be posted on the notice board.

Solution to Brain Teaser #1 in March Newsletter
South plays in 6 Spades against West’s lead of the Diamond Queen. How do you make this contract if
East has a singleton diamond?
North
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

Q3
AQ942
53
10652

South
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

AKJ10984
AK862
A

Answer:
West
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

2
J86
QJ1097
KJ94

East
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

765
K10753
4
Q873

The secret is to win the opening lead and then play a small diamond from hand. West wins and is sure to
lead another diamond. Ruff with the Queen of Spades, play the Ace of Hearts, discarding your final losing
diamond and the rest are yours.
Congratulations to Jacqui Dudurovic who was the first to solve Brain Teaser #1.
The Bookworm
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Lemon Muffins
Many thanks to Judy Gillespie who consistently brings in her silver bucket full of lemons in the winter
months.
For those of you lucky enough to score some, here is a great recipe – thanks to Pat Airey.








2 cups SR flour
½ cup caster sugar
1 cup milk
1 egg
75gm butter
grated rind of 1 large or 2 small lemons
Topping - ¼ cup lemon juice and ¼ cup caster sugar

Toss sifted flour and sugar in bowl.
Melt butter, add milk, egg and rind, beating well with a fork
Add liquids to dry ingredients and combine only until slightly damp - don’t mix too much
Divide into 12 greased muffin pans and bake at 200C for 10 minutes
Mix juice and sugar and drizzle spoonfuls over muffins straightaway.
Leave in pans for a few minutes only (syrup hardens and is not easy to wash)

♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Vale
Sadly, several members have passed on since our last Newsletter. We treasure the memory of all
those members:

Denise Neilsen
Neil Gibson
Michael O’Rourke
John Stafford
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For all your professional and personal insurance
needs, including travel insurance.
Check out their website at www.tbib.com.au
TONY BEMROSE INSURANCE BROKER

10

