From the President

President’s Reort
President’s Report
I hope you have all had a nice Christmas break and are looking forward to 2022.
Well, I must say the Christmas Party went very, very well. The food was amazing, and you are to be
congratulated on your culinary skills, the razzle-dazzle outfits and the great atmosphere of fun and
enjoyment. We all went home very happy.
The winners have been included in our 2022 Programme Book, which will be delivered very soon.
A couple of things to note are that Monday January 3 is a New Year’s Holiday, but it will be play as usual
on that day, and a big day for the club is our Open Teams on Sunday January 16.
When any club runs a tournament that is open to ‘outsiders’, it is to be hoped that our own club members
can come along for the experience and to make it a decent sized event. Why not make up a foursome
and give it a go? Of course you may on occasion play against some better players, but most of the time
you will be playing teams at the same level as you. I’m part of a team of up-and-coming players who I
know will really benefit from the experience, and it’s exciting to be part of it.
If you are one of our more ‘established’ players, why not think about doing the same?
It is also important to show what our club can do. If you cannot play, contributions of cakes and slices
for the day would be really appreciated. Volunteers are always needed and most welcome, just an hour
or two morning or afternoon. Please speak to our administration if you can help in any way.
___________________
Beginners’ lessons – these are kicking off again Monday evening January 31, 7pm to 9pm, and
Tuesday morning February 1, 9.30am to 12pm. Please encourage anyone you know who may be
interested to come along. If anyone wants to do a ‘refresher’ course, by all means also come along,
which would be $40, half the usual fee. Believe me, I’m not touting for business, but I do see many
players who have forgotten some of the important basics, so sadly end up in disappointing contracts.
___________________
Subscriptions – these are due by January 31 at a discounted fee if paid for by the due date. Please
make every effort to get your subscriptions in by that date. If your circumstances have changed, we do
need to know to alter our records.
___________________
There is a dark cloud hanging over the year ahead, but it’s not something I wish to dwell on. Suffice to
say, if everyone does their best to manage their degree of exposure to the latest Coronavirus variant,
Omicron, that’s all we can hope for.
/over
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In 165 AD Rome was beset by an eerily similar plague called the Antonine Plague. The effect was
devastating, and millions died. Many wealthy Romans fled to the country, but the Roman Emperor and
philosopher Marcus Aurelius stayed, and was a tower of strength for the citizens of Rome.
Even today he is often quoted. I thought this one was especially apt:
“Never let the future disturb you. You will meet it, if you have to, with the same weapons of reason which
today arm you against the present.”
Good luck for those of you going to the Gold Coast Congress. It’s an amazing event and deserves every
‘local’ to attend.
I sincerely wish all our members and families all the very best for 2022 – stay as safe as you can, enjoy
the great bridge at our club, and if you’ve made any resolutions, I hope you manage to stick to them.
Regards, Andy Slater
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Competitions Coming Up

Masterpoint Promotions

NSBC 1 day Teams January 16
(see flyer on page 7)

Since the last Newsletter, the following Home Club
members have achieved masterpoint ranking
promotions. Congratulations to all.

Grand Master
The 60th Gold Coast Congress - Feb18 - 26
This Congress has many events catering for all
levels of play. Visit qldbridge.com.au/gcc to learn
more about the various events and daily
competition times.
Entries can be made online at:
myabf.com.au/events
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

New Members
The following new members have recently joined
us:
Diana Austin
Vicki Bright
Lynnly Chalk
Kathy Lundy
Barbara Mathews
Damian Mills
Maree Vos
Margot Blue
Patricia Lindeman
Sam Duncan

Lorna & Dave Bright
Diana Cattanach
Katharine Louey
Linda Martello
Grigor McPhie
David Nash
Ann Butler
Kevin O’Donnell
Shayne Lindeman

Greg Gosney

Bronze State
Alan Anderson

Regional

Silver Local

Karen Gosney
Peter Fagan

Bruce Stephens

Bronze Local

Local

May Conder

Robyn Lander

Club

Graduate

David Baru
Gary Rickard

Serena Hughes
Graham Loy

♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣
Please support our sponsor:
Guy Horsley
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Auctioneer
The House SOLD Name

We welcome our new members and wish them a
long and happy association with our club.

Vale

Ray White Ascot
T 07 3868 7527 M 0418 742 991
F 07 3868 7555 E guy.horsley@raywhite.com
1/138 Racecourse Road, Ascot QLD 4007
raywhiteascot.com.au

Agnes Boross – passed away 4 December 2021
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Christmas Teams Sunday December 12
Members went to great lengths to embrace the Christmas spirit:

Christine Egan, Margaret Hetherington, Jan Schulz, Margaret Pilgrim

Lynley Mason, Joan Mills, Margaret McNee,
Fay Jeppesen

Judy Carfrae, George McKennariey,
Jane Propsting, Jacqui Dudurovic

3

Champagne Winners – Kerry Malt, Gayle McCarthy, Lynley Mason, Sheena de Jager
Miles, Lesley Wallace - with Pat Clouston, sponsor extraordinaire. Many thanks again Pat

Zephyr Education

Carmel Martin, sister of the Founder of Zephyr Education, and Abby Wanigaratne, with a collection of
children’s books, lunch boxes and water bottles donated by NSBC members for disadvantaged children.
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TEAM RESULTS

C1:Karen Gosney, Kerry Barridge, Jason Cooney,
(Robyn Wells)

C2: Vicki Lloyd, Gary Taylor, Gail Taylor, Diane Ainsworth

C3: David & Anne McEvoy, Maxim Wilson, Frank Killbey

B1: Alan Anderson, Andrea Parkins,
Catherine Flowers, Greg Kerswell

C4: Helen Baran, Olivia Jackson, Vanessa Wells,
Brad Ellis

B2: Jane Kavanagh, Daina Geise, Merrilyn Gavin
(Ron Adam)
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B3: Bruce Stephens, (Graham White, Era Palit,
Val Gooch)

A2: Bert Luchjenbroers, Ann Smith
(Dennis Sullivan, David Lehmann)

A3: Annette Hyland, Carmel Martin, Ann Sauer
Abby Wanigaratne

A4: Bev Ross, Nola Nicholson, Barbara Clarke,
Lorraine Collins

Overall Winners: Sumant Handa, Vesna & Voyko Markovic, Eugene Pereira
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NSBC History
Our Club’s history record was in danger of becoming history itself when it was discovered that no entries
had been added to the file since 2018. Its resurrection has revealed some interesting facts:

1958 20 bridge players resolved to form a bridge club to be known as the Northern Suburbs Bridge
Club. A suitable venue had been checked out. Play was on Wednesday nights at the then
RSL Hall in Wagner Road, Clayfield, and table fees were set at 3/6.
1962 The Club moved to the Bar Jai Club in Railway Parade, and was now averaging 9 tables, with
Wednesday nights still the only session.
1963 The committee bought a timer clock and set a time limit of 6 minutes per round.
1966 Table fees went metric – now 35 cents.
1981 The Club moved again, to the Assembly Hall at Hendra High School, and playing sessions
increased to 3 per week – Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
1984 The club was looking at establishing permanent clubrooms. A local councilor suggested
applying for a lease of unoccupied land at Banister Park, Gerler Road. This was successful.
1987 The President negotiated with the All Stars Baseball Club to relinquish a portion of its lease of
adjoining land to NSBC.
1988 Table fees now $2.50 to help raise funds for the building project.
1991 Building commenced, and in December the club moved into its specially designed building. It
was now open for play every day except Sunday, including 2 nights per week. A No Smoking
rule was introduced and the first Programme book including names and addresses was printed.
1993 A bridge library was established after some books were donated. Books were loaned out at a
charge of .50c per month.
1996 Tea and coffee before bridge no longer charged for – and phone calls for taxis and missing
partners also available for free.
The Sunday Mail discontinued printing bridge results in its paper.
1997 Tuesday play added to session days on a trial basis.
1998 The first dealing machine was purchased.
1999 Table fees waived for members over 90.
2000 New carpark completed with 42 bays, costing $32,500
2003 An integrated computer scoring system and website adopted, costing $4000.
2005 A new dealing machine with the capacity to provide hand records was purchased.
2015 Pat & Peter MacDonald and Jane Kavanagh were admitted to life membership. Harry Sarafov
was the inaugural recipient of a Gold Member award.
2007 As the club grew, a need for a separate teaching centre became apparent, and with it an
opportunity to provide extra toilets and a dealing room. A building committee, led by Elizabeth
Gibson, brought this to fruition.
2017 The new building was officially opened on 4th February.
2021

And despite Covid’s best efforts, we’re not history yet. Bring on 2022 …….

Happy New Year Everyone
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