From the President

President’s Reort
President’s Report
I sincerely hope you were not too adversely affected by the floods.
The Committee will discuss when to have a fund-raising day to help with flood relief.
But I do ask myself - what is happening to the world? Don’t let me get started on Ukraine. But just when
we thought we were over the worst of the Covid pandemic and out of mask wearing, and thank goodness
for that, we are now hearing about the new B2 version of Omicron, a stronger version of B1. That’s the
last thing we need. And we certainly don’t want to go back to wearing masks again. As we know, Covid
will be around for a lot longer. I know it’s hard to keep up hand sanitation and table wiping, but in the
end it might make all the difference. On occasion there have been people playing without knowing that
they had the virus, so we must try hard not to drop our guard. I know myself that I often forget to hand
sanitise when moving from table to table, but I will try harder.
And thank you everyone for using just the one pen when you play. I bring my own so there’s no mix-up.
Beginners’ Lessons are getting towards the end. There are two lessons to go until Help-With-Play
commences, with a total of up to 35 students, although some are Tuesday pm players having a ‘refresh’.
By the way, if anyone does feel like coming along to Help-With-Play, you get to play hands and get
advice as to bidding and play, and it’s good to mingle with the newbies and realise how much you already
know. And it’s certainly good for them too – you can help them along at the same time.
No need to register or anything like that, just come along, have your voucher collected and off we go.
Last week I contacted a number of past students to a) find out what’s happened to them and b)
encourage them to kick-off again, perhaps with Help-With-Play. I had just a few responses –
travel/Covid/too old, etc. but one or two have committed to coming back to lessons.
Congratulations to everyone who ventured down the road to play in Australia’s premier tournament, the
Gold Coast. It is a wonderful place to be to soak up the atmosphere – I believe it was only about half its
usual size due to travel restrictions, but nevertheless the excitement was there. If you did well – well
done! Results are elsewhere in this Newsletter. If you think you could have, or should have done better,
then look forward to next year. The experience is the thing!
The club has invested in a navy-blue vinyl that is currently in the process of being made into brand new
tablecloths that can be easily wiped clean at the end of each session. When they do come into being,
please don’t be a ‘pen-tapper’.
/over
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Other changes you will soon notice – our bathroom facilities are being upgraded because of the
deterioration of the soap dispensers and the continuing problem with the ageing and broken hand towel
dispensers. In one bathroom the floor sometimes looks as if it’s been snowing in there.
The new facilities will be provided to the club and the club will pay for the ‘software’ – the soap and the
hand towels – but not the hardware. Anything that gets broken will simply be replaced.
We are also upgrading the signage at the entry to the club’s carpark. This will be larger and more eyeappealing signs, and club session times will be able to be easily changed if necessary. As a final change,
to make the neighbourhood and passing traffic aware that there is a bridge club in the area, four large
‘Ace’ signs are going to be put at the front of the gardens.
Hopefully we won’t hear the comment again, “I didn’t know there was a bridge club here!”
Imagine if you will this version of a Brave New World – being able to walk into the bridge club, any bridge
club, no voucher needed, no-one at the door to collect money because you don’t need to it, just sit down,
relax, and everything is taken care of. Sounds good? It’s just like travelling through the tunnels or on
the toll roads. There is a “toll”, but you don’t notice it because it’s automatically deducted from an account
that you’ve already set up, and the account is automatically topped up when it reaches a certain low
threshold. Do you ever check your Toll account? I don’t, and I don’t think many do.
This is the scenario that we hope our members will embrace when MyABF runs its pilot program for
automatic payment at club sessions. Volunteers will no longer be needed to collect coupons or Eftpos
receipts, or to assist with payment reconciliations, and certainly much less time required by the Club
Administration and Office Bearers in managing all the financials.
Our club is currently one of three in Australia involved in the pilot roll-out of paying for Club sessions
through MyABF before it goes Australia wide. This roll-out will enable members to enjoy the utopia
outlined above.
Our members have dealt with many changes in the past two years and have done so with good heart all
along the way. This new change we hope be the last! NSBC will have a dedicated team who will assist
members in setting up their MyABF accounts, backed up by the very able technical support from MyABF.
More details about the “mechanics” of the new system will be forthcoming as we get into it, but that is
still some months away. To prepare, it would be a good idea to sign up to MyABF as soon as you can.
If you need assistance, now is the time to ask before others start asking!
In many ways it’s an exciting time to be a member of a club that’s at the forefront of such an exciting
initiative. Once everything is bedded in, as I said, it’s a case of just walking in the door, and playing
bridge. Heaven!
Finally, out of all our hundreds of members, many have ‘done their duty’ in the past by helping the club
in many of the tasks that have to be performed. In an ageing community like ours, it’s good that some of
our younger brigade are stepping forward and thinking about how they can assist in some capacity or
other. Our AGM is coming up next month. Whilst being on the Committee is a good opportunity to find
out about all the workings of the club, and to assist in making the hundreds of decisions that have to be
made in the course of the year, there are other positions within the Club that always have to be filled. If
you were to simply express to any Committee member your interest in helping your club in any capacity,
that would be a great start to the new Committee year.
There is a spinoff to helping, and that is having the highly positive and rewarding feeling of doing
something in return for what you get from being a member of a thriving, forward-looking club.
I look forward to seeing you at the AGM, April 9, 11.30am.
Regards,
Andy Slater
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Our current Committee have been busy organising several new initiatives:

1.

Partnership Requests

In January the club started a new Partnership Request system. We found that 8/10 of our sessions no
longer had coordinators to provide this service. Many people were in the situation that they hadn’t
been to the club for a long time because of Covid, and no longer had partners. They found it difficult to
come back.
The new system has been very popular, particularly with those people trying to get back to playing
bridge. We have helped over 60 people in the last 2 months to find partners.
We are very grateful to Peter and Pat Macdonald who do a wonderful job looking after the Thursday
and Friday Morning sessions.
Finding a partner is easy - all you need to do is email a request to
partnership@nsbc4011.com.au
You will need to provide

1) what session you would like to play
2) how many MasterPoints you have. You can also ask for beginner or
novice or experienced player if you wish.

A request will go out on MailChimp, no name is mentioned, and you will be informed by email or phone
call if someone responds. If no one does respond you will also be notified.
Kate O’Donnell
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2.

Walk In Tuesdays (Morning Session only)

Another initiative of the Committee is to trial Walk In Tuesdays – starting on Tuesday,15th March.
No partner is required. Just turn up and you will have a partner.
Stand-in Volunteers from the club (to go on a roster) will turn up on Tuesday morning and make up the
numbers if required. For this they will receive a free game, whether they play or not. (Volunteers,
please remember that you may not get a game).
Anyone who would be prepared to go on a roster, hopefully only once a month, and help out on
Tuesday mornings, please leave your name at the office or contact Kate O’Donnell on 3353 1007.
Kate

3.

Tea Breaks

A member has suggested to Committee that we have more variety with the
morning teas. Suggestions such as cheese & biscuits, chocolates, Mr Kipling
Cakes, lamingtons etc. were made, and have been appearing on the tea tables.

4.

MyABF

This is the path our Club is taking in line with the changes being implemented by the Australian Bridge
Federation ("ABF"). These changes come under the banner of "MyABF". It is anticipated that all clubs and
players in Australia will have to adapt to these changes by 2023. Given the size of NSBC and the number of
congresses the club conducts through the year, a proactive approach to adopting the MyABF initiative is the
way forward and will see NSBC at the frontier of this exciting initiative in Australian bridge. Following
extensive talks with MyABF personnel, we are confident the support is there to assist the Club navigate this
new approach.

What does this mean for Members?
MyABF provides registered members with a dashboard of information. Over time, this will grow to be your
main online interaction for all your bridge activities, i.e. you will be able to:
 Manage your personal details
 View your masterpoints
 View, enter, and pay for bridge events
 See announcements from the ABF, QBA and NSBC.
 Participate in bridge discussion forums
 Run a “Bridge Credits” account to which you can put money to pay for your bridge activities
 View your results

NSBC Congresses
MyABF is being implemented in a number of stages. The first stage is "Open" Congress Management.
This means entry to all NSBC Open congresses will be via MyABF. It is anticipated that the MyABF
Congress management will be extended to "Club Members Only" events and playing sessions later in
2022. This means entrants will need to register with MyABF for Club competitions also.

How to register for MyABF
To submit an entry to the NSBC "Open" congresses in 2022, you need to be registered with MyABF:
1. Sign up at: https://www.myabf.com.au/accounts/register where you will need to enter your ABF
number, Name, Email address and a Password.
2. Once you have done this, you will be sent an email to activate your account. Check spam for the
activation email if you think it hasn’t been sent.

3. When you have activated your account, it will take you to a site with your profile. Please confirm
that you have been fully vaccinated as this is another prerequisite for attendance to NSBC
congresses and Bridge events.
over
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MyABF Guides and Tutorials
MyABF provides a series of “How to …” guides to help players navigate the site.
 Sign up (detail)
 Reset your password
 Browse the congress listing
 Sign up and enter a congress
 Enter and pay for a congress
 Enter a congress but not pay for everyone
 Make payments for an existing entry
 Make changes to an existing entry
 How to withdraw an entry and request a refund
 Vaccination Status
There are also Youtube videos on https://www.abf.com.au/member-services/my-abf-resources/
The Committee urges members to embrace this new initiative in Australian Bridge and strongly
encourages members to sign up for MyABF sooner rather than later.
Jacqui Dudurovic
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

News from the Masterpoint Secretary
Once again the pandemic had a major impact on the bridge community in Australia last year. Some
members played exclusively in clubs when clubs were open, others combined a mixture of face to face
play with online bridge while others played almost exclusively online. No matter which combination
people have chosen, it is good to see the number of NSBC members who have continued to play this
great game.
While 2021 is fast becoming a distant memory because of all of the events that have occurred in the
past two months, it is important to acknowledge the outstanding achievements of some of our
members last year.
In Queensland, the James O’Sullivan Awards are presented to the player in each Masterpoint Rank
who earns the most Masterpoints during the year. The following club members won the awards for
2021:
Annette Hyland – Gold Life
Abby Wanigaratne – Silver Life
Natalie Bloch – Silver National
Eugene Pereira – National; Eugene was third nationally in this rank
Sumant Handa – Bronze State
Raelene Clark – State
Rosemary Porter – Bronze National; Rosemary was first nationally in this rank
Sandi Pirozzo – Regional; Sandi was second nationally in this rank
Ann Sauer – Silver Local

A large number of our club members achieved a Ranking Promotion Certificate during the year. Since
the pandemic, these certificates have only been mailed to the player’s Home Club quarterly, so it can
be up to two and a half months before players receive this recognition for their efforts. This same time
frame also applies for new Home Club members to receive their ABF Registration Card.
Margaret Plunkett
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Congress Results
NSBC 1 day Teams January 16

Leta Leiper Masterpoints Award

Best NSBC players’ Results:
C1: Eugene Pereira, Sumant Handa, Vesna &
Voyko Markovic
C2: Christine & Bob Thomas, Margaret Baker,
Margaret Munro

The 60th Gold Coast Congress – Feb.18 - 26
Bobby Richmond Ch’ship Restricted Pairs:
2nd: Eugene Pereira & Sumant Handa
Butler Swiss Pairs 0-50
3rd: Jacqui Dudurovic & Faye Fatseas
(more from Jacqui on the Congress on page 7)
NSBC GNOT Qualifying March 12 & 13
2 : Eugene Pereira, Daria Williams, Robyn
Clark, Trevor Dwerryhouse
3rd: Andy Slater, Joan Mills, Greg Gosney,
Margaret Plunkett
nd

Competitions Coming Up
Club Competitions
Entries to: competitions@nsbc4011.com.au
Monday Shield April 4 & 11 (p.m.)
Mixed Pairs May 18 & 25 (a.m.)

Congress Competitions
Entries online at: myabf.com.au/events
NSBC 1 day Imp Pairs Congress April 10
QBA Butler Pairs at NSBC May 21 & 22
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Congratulations to Jason Cooney who was the
winner of the Leta Leiper Award for 2021.
This award goes to the member ranked Regional
Master or below who amasses the most Green
Points playing at NSBC during the year.

Masterpoint Promotions
Since the last Newsletter, the following Home Club
members have achieved masterpoint ranking
promotions. Congratulations to all.

Bronze State

Bronze Regional

Helen Hatch

Gloria Ward

Regional

Bronze Local

Anne Johnson
Robyn Wells
Vanessa Wells

Arthur Ponting

Local

Club

Jane Propsting
Carmel Fox
Merrilyn Gavin

Nancy Howard
Lyn Owen
Robyn Lehton

Graduate
Please support our sponsor:

Guy Horsley
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Auctioneer

Carolyn Hawken

New Members
The following new members have recently joined
us:
Kit Duncan
Trish Sandling
Janet Lewis

Phone:
0418 742 991
Email: gh@eplace.com.au

Rama Naidoo
Margaret Inglis
Janet McPherson

We welcome our new members and wish them a
long and happy association with our club.
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣
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Brain Teaser
Here is a declarer play brain teaser to challenge the grey matter:
NORTH
Spades
Q3
Hearts
AQ942
Diamonds
53
Clubs
10 6 5 2
SOUTH
Spades
Hearts
Diamonds
Clubs

A K J 10 9 8 4
AK862
A

South is playing in 6 Spades and West leads the Diamond Queen. How do you make this contract if East
has a singleton diamond?
Free game for the first correct entry. Solution in the next issue.
The Bookworm

ART EXHIBITION
by our very own Diane Ainsworth
along with JoAnn Middlesbrough and Valerie Pettingill
All 3 artists are Prize Winners
The Exhibition runs from 30 March until 1 May 2022
Viewing Times: Wed – Sunday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (closed over Easter)
OFFICIAL OPENING 1 p.m. on Saturday April 9th
Drinks and snacks available
Venue: REDCLIFFE OLD FIRESTATION GALLERY
Oxley Avenue, Redcliffe
This promises to be a spectacular Exhibition and well worth a visit.

GOLD COAST CONGRESS – IMPRESSIONS OF A FIRST TIMER
For the first couple of years as a beginner/novice of bridge, I noticed a bit of a buzz, a sense of excitement
in the air, at the beginning of each year. The words Gold Coast Congress (GCC) were uttered here and
there. As a newcomer to bridge, the GCC appeared to be “out of reach”, except for experienced players,
something that was beyond my grade in bridge. This impression meant that for a couple of years I didn’t
investigate the GCC further.
Such a shame! I author this article, so no other Rookie or Novice player/s form the same misconception.
It wasn’t until 2022, after several conversations with various Club members, who had been and continue to
go to the GCC, and who enthusiastically encouraged me and my partner to attend the GCC, that we
decided to give it a go. With some trepidation we explored the opportunity. Lo and behold! The GCC was
all-encompassing; catering for all skill-levels with competitions for the various grades of player/masterpoints
and with differing play formats.
/over
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The player level offerings include;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Rookies:
Novice:
Novice:
Restricted:
Intermediate
Under 1500
7. Open

< 10 Masterpoints
< 50 Masterpoints
< 100 Masterpoints
< 300 Masterpoints
< 750 Masterpoints
< 1500 Masterpoints
No restriction

The various play formats include;
- Swiss Pairs
- Butler Pairs
- Teams
I was fortunate to have a lovely partner. Together we forged ahead on this adventure. We were so excited
to see the offering for novices.
Sometimes what you don’t know is a terrific way to start an adventure. With such a smorgasbord of bridge
delights we took a “bite” of nearly every novice offering. We entered in five novice events over seven days.
It was bridge “heaven”.
But…
We, or maybe I, should admit to having read the programme incorrectly!!! For the events, the timetable
stated 10 am and 2.30 pm which I interpreted to mean play between 10am to 2.30pm – how civilised I
thought.
Noooo, first session was 10am – to 1.30pm and the second session was 2.30 – 6.30pm!!! Woops – some
fast talking and lame explanations to a partner who had visions of leisurely afternoon strolls and swims!!!
Well, we certainly got our money’s worth playing seven days from 10am to 6.30pm except for two days that
ended after the morning session.
What a great bridge experience – so much play that the subconscious nerves dissipate, you get into a
rhythm and bidding decisions start to become second nature. That is not to say it was easy! The
competition was challenging, and we had a rollercoaster week going from middle to second to near bottom
to third to near bottom to sixth to near bottom. But isn’t that the challenge of bridge.
A most enjoyable aspect of the GCC was the comradery amongst Club members. Fellow members
supporting each other and socialising together. This also extended to newfound friends who I eagerly look
forward to seeing again next year.
One of the highlights was the performance of NSBC’s own absolute Rookies, David Baru and Gary Rickard
who played in Rookies and also the Wednesday 0-50 Novice pairs where they came from 22nd in the first
session to come 2nd in the second session (62.78%) and 7th out of 32 overall. Fantastic result for these first
timers and an inspiration for other Rookies. Well done!
I must extend congratulations to the Chief Tournament Organiser, Tim Runting and the Manager of the
GCC, Kim Ellaway. What a fabulous job. The GCC was well organised and ran very smoothly. At no time
was there confusion about where you were to go or who you were playing against. Everything you needed
(i.e. pens, record sheets, results, hand records) was readily available. The Directors and caddies and all
the many volunteers did a wonderful job.
In conclusion, to fellow NSBC members, especially the newer and aspiring bridge players who have never
been to the GCC, you should seriously consider attending next year. I am confident in saying you will not
regret it. I look forward to seeing my fellow NSBC members at the GCC in 2023 experiencing the thrills,
excitement and vagaries of bridge on the Goldie.
Jacqui Dudurovic
(on the next page, photos snapped by Jacqui at the Congress)
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What is it about Bridge?
In January, Pat Clouston retired from Bridge. The farewells were long and tearful.
We missed her for a whole week.
Welcome back Pat!

The Hunt for the No 9 (one of our 2021 Seniors’ Month Story-telling Tales “I will never forget”)
I will never forget when my husband burst into the sitting room one evening shouting:
“My No 9! My No 9!”
“Yes?” I queried, looking up from my book.
“I was in the garden, practising my swing, when it slipped from my hands and flew over the back fence”.
We were living in Indonesia at the time, in a pleasant gated community and beyond our back fence was
jungle.
“Come on”, he ordered (I being very necessary, as he spoke not a word of Bahasa Indonesian).
So I left my book and comfortable chair and we walked to the adjoining Kampong (village) where I politely
asked for Usman, our driver. Soon he appeared, hurriedly dressing as he ran, and I explained the
situation.
He was incredulous. “Many snakes there, Madam”.
“Tidak apa” (“it doesn’t matter”) I replied. And so began the hunt for the No 9.
In single file with Usman leading, we walked through the Kampong. Men lounging in sarongs outside their
huts, smoking, called: “Selamaat Malaam” (Good Evening). “Selamaat Malaam” I replied.
Small kerosene lamps outside the huts supplied the only lighting. Beyond the kampong was the darkness
of the jungle.
We walked on, crossing two small streams with a single log as a footbridge. “Careful Madam – snakes”.
I stepped across nimbly, with my very tall and large husband lumbering behind. Eventually, we reached the
area behind our fence. It was dense jungle. I refused to join in the hunt, instead keeping a watchful eye for
snakes and other nasties. I could hear the two men beating around in the undergrowth.
Suddenly there was a cry of delight – “Here it is. I’ve found it!” My husband held it aloft triumphantly.
The hunt for the No. 9 was over – but not forgotten …
E.K.
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Vale Jan Serdiuk
Jan Serdiuk was renowned in the club as a formidable bridge player to both his partners and opponents.
Away from the bridge table, he was hospitable and affable, an interesting conversationalist, being well read
and knowledgeable of European history.
He was a true survivor – he survived the Russian invasion of his Ukrainian homeland, survived the ensuing
famine (when 6 million of his countrymen died), he survived the Nazis, Allied bombings (when the love of his
life and baby son were killed.) He survived refugee camps. Until finally, he found a new life in Australia, a
happy marriage and, in retirement, Contract Bridge.
Here he survived the slings and arrows of life until his death on January 12, 2022, aged 98 years.

Vale Paul Roberts. Paul passed away in January 2022
Paul was a very private person, but those who did get to know him appreciated his guitar playing, and he
was an excellent singer.
Paul loved experimenting with different bidding systems, and was always a tough opponent. He was also a
first–class Director and helped the club out many times.
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For all your professional and personal insurance
needs, including travel insurance.
Check out their website at www.tbib.com.au
TONY BEMROSE INSURANCE BROKER
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