From the President

President’s Reort
From the President
Committee
Our AGM was held on Saturday April 10. As expected there was some opposition to the raising of table
fees, but I was pleased that the motion was passed since it does ‘future proof’ the club for the next few
years. It will be interesting to see how long before other clubs look at doing the same.
Bruce Stephens and Peter Fagan have stepped down from Committee, and I thank them for the work
they have done. Both Bruce and Peter are concentrating on their Directing, and Peter is a great go-to
person when it comes to technology. I am pleased to announce that our Treasurer, Andrea Parkins, has
accepted the position of Vice President. Joan Mills has kindly stepped up to be on our Committee, and
Joan has already taken on a role as Convenor for club competitions, which will help our Directors
enormously. I am looking forward very much to a good year working with our Committee.
Coupons
Starting May 1, our coupon entry was introduced, and I must say it has proved overwhelmingly popular.
Twice now we’ve found some coupons on the floor, but since we keep a record of the coupon numbers
they were immediately returned to their grateful and surprised owners!
Be careful when taking the coupons out of your wallet or purse – perhaps get your coupon ready before
getting out of the car.
At our Committee Meeting we discussed as to when would be an appropriate time to put the cost of the
coupons at their full cost of $80, in line with the AGM decision. It was decided that Monday, August 2
would be an appropriate time, exactly three months after their introduction. Of course, players may
purchase as many sets of ten as they wish before that time.
As an aside, we do not use coupons for competition play, just for ‘normal’ club sessions.
Competitions
We’ve had a really busy time with competitions of late – GNOT’s, Sunday Imp Pairs, President’s Tray,
Championship Teams, Newstead Novice Shield, AWP Novice Teams, and we have the QBA Butler Pairs
on the weekend of June 12/13, with a month’s break after that to get our collective breath back before
the Monday Shield in July. For all upcoming bridge players, competition bridge is a great way to
accelerate your learning curve – it is a step up, but many events are ‘graded’ in that after the first round
or two you would be playing opponents of a similar level to yourself. Prize money is awarded on the
basis of the category of player you are…A, B or C level. So do think about giving some of our future
tournaments a go, and it’s a good way to support the club.
If you, or you and partner are happy to be a standby for competitions, especially if you live fairly close to
the club, please let me know. A standby player/pair does not have to pay the entry fee.
/over
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Beginners
Our beginners should start filtering through soon. I’ve had to extend the Help With Play on the Monday
evening since May is an eclectic month, and June 7 is a Red Point evening. We are going to trial a
‘buddy-up’ of the Monday beginners on June 14/21, so I thank our Monday pm players in advance for
this. Our Tuesday beginners have the Tuesday pm Restricted section to play in.
Helen Baran will be our ‘Beginner Buddy’ – a role created to monitor the progress of our beginners and
to help them with any problems that may arise.
Beginners’ Lessons start again on Monday evening, July 12, and Tuesday morning, July 13. Now would
be a good time to ‘alert’ possible beginners and start prodding them to call the club!
The completion of the lessons will be a week earlier than in the calendar since the Coffs Harbour
Congress has been cancelled, so I will be teaching in that August 9th and 10th gap.
Dates to Consider/Diarise:
Wednesday evening June 9: State of Origin 1, Melbourne. Evening bridge will proceed as normal
because this particular Wednesday is an eclectic month.
State of Origin 2 is at Suncorp on Sunday June 27, so our club play will not be affected.
Wednesday evening July 14: State of Origin 3, Sydney. There will be NO evening bridge on this date.
July 24: Xmas in July. Why not have a Saturday afternoon game of bridge, followed by drinks and a
selection of food in the EGC? Home by say 6.30 – 7pm at the latest, in time to watch your favourite
Saturday night programs, and no cooking to do! I’ll see you there!
August 5 and November 4: Thursday afternoon tours of Bernborough Ascot.
Covid Updates
I guess that by now, most of us in the 1a and 1b category have received our jabs, and I hope it went
well for you. Here are the latest timelines:
States and territories will begin vaccinating people in Phase 2a in May starting with all adults 50 years
and over.
From 3 May 2021, people 50 years and over can receive the AstraZeneca vaccine at Commonwealth
Vaccination and state and territory vaccination clinics.
From 17 May 2021, people 50 years and over can receive the AstraZeneca vaccine at a participating
general practice.
Black Mats
The black mats on our tables are not universally liked, but were put there since people were concerned
about the glare from the overhead lights. As a compromise, starting this coming week we will try a
different approach.
The mats in the middle of the table will be removed, and the bidding slip holders will be secured to the
middle of the table. The rectangular side mats will be removed and placed on the bench in front of the
office window. Players who prefer to use these mats can take just the one and take it around with
them. At the end of the session they must be cleaned in the usual way, or alternatively, taken home to
be cleaned and brought back to be reused next time – effectively, a personal side mat.
The wiping down of tables at the end of a session should be more straightforward.
___________________
Something that is rarely thought of but is important – there are people in our community who are very
susceptible to allergies, and this can include having severe reactions to air-borne irritants such as
pollen, dust and even perfume. Ladies, please, you don’t have to give up the perfume unless you want
to, but please be aware that too liberal a splash may trigger off someone’s allergy, resulting in
headaches, exacerbation of asthma and respiratory issues.
I would suspect that aftershave would fit into the same category.

/over
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And finally - as you would have noticed, the road is being resurfaced just outside our club, so please
be patient and keep a good eye open (two might be better) when leaving the car park.
Regards, Andy Slater
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

AGM 2021
The NSBC AGM was held on Saturday, 10th April with 34 members attending the meeting.
The following office bearers were elected unopposed:
President:

Andrew Slater

Vice President:

Vacant

Treasurer:

Andrea Parkins

Secretary:

Kate O’Donnell

Committee:

Helen Baran, Warren Brown, Helen Bryant, Jason Cooney,
Jacqui Dudurovic, Daina Geise
(Since the AGM, Andrea Parkins has accepted the position of Vice President, and Joan Mills has
joined the committee.)

Table Fees Increase
Due to the financial difficulties faced by the club during the Covid lockdown, and the decreasing number
of members since then, the motion was put to the meeting “That table fees be increased from $6 to $8
per session starting 1st May 2021”.
After much spirited discussion the motion was approved by a majority vote of hands raised, and a 61-14
vote for the motion by proxies.
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

Have you tried …?
Our club runs ten sessions a week. Naturally some sessions are more populated than others, but we
would like to build up numbers in some of them.
Our two evening sessions, Monday directed by Peter Nilsson and Wednesday directed by Peter Flower
would like to see more players come along, and they endeavour to finish by 10pm. No doubt there will be
players there you may not have met before and you would enjoy their company.
The Tuesday a.m. session is gradually building up again with a roster of directors. There were many
players who wished for this session to start up again, so we would welcome players to give this session a
go now it is up and running.
So, if you haven’t tried these sessions yet, they would be very happy to see you.
Andy Slater

Director’s Advice
1. Please refrain from post-morteming the previous hand while the next hand is waiting to be played.
It can be very annoying for the opponents who are keen to move on.
2. As Dummy, you cannot indicate by any gesture to Declarer the card that should be played from
dummy. Declarer is completely on his own in that regard.
Dummy can ask partner if he shows out of a suit, say Hearts, “No Hearts partner?” just to check (as
the opponents can ask each other).
Dummy may also try to prevent Declarer wrongly leading a card from his hand - tapping the side of
the table is sufficient.
That’s about it as far as what dummy can do, but to re-emphasise…do not move your hand towards
a particular card to indicate that is the card that should be played.
Andy Slater
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NSBC Members’ Recent
Competition Place Results
Congress Results
Toowong Novice Pairs March 17
C:3rd: Malcom Corney & Karen Gosney

NSBC GNOTS Qualifying March 13 & 14
1st: Andrew Slater, Joan Mills, Greg Gosney &
Margaret Plunkett
3rd: Paul Roberts, John Scrivens, Gheorghi
Belonogov, Ewa Kowalczyk

Club Results
President’s Tray Mondays a.m. April 19 & 26

3rd: Yolande Coroneo & Jane Farquhar

NSBC Championship Teams Saturday May 8
1st: Helen & Richard McLauchlan, Bert
Luchjenbroers & David Lehmann
2nd: Eugene Pereira, Peter Moffat, Sunil
Mukherjee & Dennis Sullivan
3rd: Errol Miller, Dorothy Gehrke, Robert Barr &
Joyce O’Brien
4th: Andy Slater, Joan Mills, John Scrivens & Paul
Roberts

Newstead Novice Shield Tuesdays pm May
11 & 18

1st: Bert Luchjenbroers & Geoffrey Toon

1st: Daina Geise & Margaret Michell

2nd: Margaret Plunkett & Greg Gosney
2nd: Peter Fagan (& Jason Cooney)
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♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣

3rd: Yvonne Flanagan & Jan Morgan

New Members
Welcome to Rose-Marie Freeleagus who
joined us in March. We hope you have a long
and enjoyable association with our club.
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣
4th: Margaret Hetherington & Margaret Pilgrim

Coming Up
(Entry forms on website and in the Club)
Zephyr Cup Teams Sunday 23 May at QCBC
A charity event with all proceeds to Zephyr
Education

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Our club’s email address has changed to: enquiries@nsbc4011.com.au

Australia-Wide Novice Pairs Tuesday p.m.
25 May
Arana Pairs & Teams June 5 & 6
Friday Rosebowl June 4 & 11
Qld Butler Pairs at NSBC 12 & 13 June
Please support our sponsor:
♠♥♦♣ ♠♥♦♣
Guy Horsley
Licensed Real Estate Agent and Auctioneer
The House SOLD Name

Masterpoint Promotions
Since the last Newsletter, the following Home
Club members have achieved masterpoint
ranking promotions. Congratulations to all.

National
Joan Ironside

Bronze National

State

Eugene Pereira

Val Courtis

Bronze Regional

Regional

Sandi Pirozzo
Margaret Michell
Sandra Servadio

Jason Cooney

Silver Local

Bronze Local
Keith Roskam
Lesley Peek
Julie Forster
Carol Jelley

Michael O’Rourke
Pater Fagan
Ghislaine Green

Local

Club

Robyn Wells

Margaret Manning
Helen McLucas

Ray White Ascot
T 07 3868 7527 M 0418 742 991
F 07 3868 7555 E guy.horsley@raywhite.com
1/138 Racecourse Road, Ascot QLD 4007
raywhiteascot.com.au

Vale
Anthony Grant-Smith passed away 14th April
Elizabeth-Anne Peters passed away 16th May

Graduate
Jan Morgan
5

Recently, a hand was played in a Thursday club session which most pairs bid and played in 6S making 13.
However, one pair bid 7NT, despite a missing King, and successfully played the hand there. I asked
Geoffrey how he bid it.

Slam Bid
On April 15th this year I played a practice session at NSBC with Terry O'Dempsey, as we were to play
in the Easter Pairs at BBC (we subsequently came 5th). On hand 29, we had the opportunity to try out
our slam bidding. Many years ago I read an excellent book on Slam Bidding by Hugh Kelsey, from which
I gleaned many good ideas. One of the most useful was to reserve the strongest opening bid of 2C for
a hand that says "I have game somewhere in my own hand, regardless of what you hold. I need to find
out what strengths you have to find out if small or even grand slam can be bid and made". On this
occasion, I did not have 23+pts, usually the case when I open 2C. However, even though I only held
20pts, the fact that it was full of controls and was only a 3-loser caused me to upgrade my hand and
open 2C. Our system then continues with responder showing his controls with his first response. With
an Ace being 2 controls and a King 1 control, the step responses are:2 Diamonds (first step) = 0/1 control (max 1 King, maybe none);
2 Hearts (second step) = 2 controls (1 x Ace or 2 x Kings);
2 Spades (third step) = 1 x Ace plus 1 x King (3 controls);
2 No Trumps (fourth step) = 3 x Kings (also 3 controls);
3 Clubs (fifth step) = 4 x controls (any combination);
3 Diamonds (sixth step) = 5 x controls (any combination);
3 No Trumps (seventh step) = 6 controls (any combination);
This structure immediately tells the strong hand opener if the necessary top cards are held to allow him
to aim for a small or grand slam, and suit or No Trumps. There are a couple of extra things to mention;
you may have noticed that the 3 Heart and 3 Spade responses are not in the list. These bids are reserved
for a strong 6-card major, either KQJxxx or KQTxxx with no values outside, used as a warning to the
strong hand that the responder's hand is worthless unless the final contract is in the responder's suit.
Also, a couple of very important requirements: first, a response of 2 Hearts is forcing on both players to
keep bidding until at least 4 No Trumps has been reached. This allows for an exchange of information
and ensures that the auction does not stop prematurely when a fit is not found until game level. Second,
a response of 2 Spades or higher is forcing on both players to small slam at least. Further, the response
of 2NT showing exactly 3 Kings is very clever since if the final destination for the hand is a No Trump
contract, the Kings are protected from the lead because the responder would be the declarer.
So, after the opening bid and response, bidding proceeds with suit bids of 5+cards, with 3+card support
being the priority. If no 5+card suit/s are held, first bid NT at the lowest level, then 4-card suits up the
line until a fit is located. Once a fit is agreed, or NT is the obvious destination, a side suit bid allows us
to use Precision Asking Bids to locate specific cards. Precision Asking Bids in a side suit ask for control
in that actual suit; the first step response shows 3+ rag cards, second step shows 3rd round control (the
Q or doubleton), third step shows 2nd round control (K or singleton), fourth step shows 1st round control
(A or void), fifth step shows AK or AQ. To see how all this works in action, here are the hands (ours
only):/over
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N

S

♠ AKQJ64
♥ AT
♦ Q754
♣A

♠ T95
♥K
♦ AK8
♣ QJ8543

2C

-

3C (4 CONTROLS, MUST BE D ACE AND 2 X K'S)

3S (5+)

-

4S (3+CARD SUPPORT)

5D (WHAT D'S?) -

6D (5TH STEP=AK OR AQ)

Now, I had to stop and think. I had 12 certain tricks in No Trumps - 6 spades, AKQ of diamonds, Ace of
hearts and clubs and the King of one or the other. Also I had first round control in all 4 suits, so after
winning the opening lead I was confident that the avalanche of 12 winners was more than likely going
to give me squeeze options to force one of the defenders to give me an extra trick. After bidding 7NT,
the opening lead was the C2; I won with my singleton Ace, played a small heart to the King, then ran
all the spades, looking for diamond discards. The last 5 cards were:N
♠♥A
♦ Q754
♣-

-

S
♠♥♦ AK8
♣ QJ

Now all I had to do was play my HA (the squeeze card) and throw the CJ from dummy to apply
pressure on my left hand opponent. From his opening lead, I decided he held the CK; the CQ in
dummy was a threat card, forcing him to hold on to his CK, only leaving room for a maximum of 3
diamonds in his hand. If he started with 3 or more diamonds, the threat in dummy would force him to
shed his diamond length and my fourth diamond would come good. When he did not discard the CK,
dummy came down to D/ AK8 C/ Q. My only hope now was to cash the top diamonds starting with the
A & K, then back to hand with the Q to see them actually break 3-3. If my right hand opponent had
started with 4 or more diamonds I had no chance of success, but the combined chances of a minimum
3 diamonds with left hand opponent were around 68%.
On reflection, a Grand Slam in spades is a slightly better option. All that is required is a 2-2 break in
spades (40.7% chance), or if 3-1 (49.7% chance) then the hand with 3 trumps needs to hold at least 3
diamonds (34% chance), which when added to the 2-2 odds in trumps gives you a total of nearly 75%.
All you need to do is win the lead, draw 2 rounds of trumps leaving the S10 in dummy, eliminate the
hearts and clubs in hand, then play four rounds of diamonds. Ruff the fourth round in dummy with the
S10 (the opposition cannot over-ruff). Now ruff a club high, draw the last trump and claim the rest of the
tricks with trumps.
Alternatively, after winning the opening lead with the Club Ace, enter dummy with a trump to the Ten,
ruff a club high, then another small trump to the 9, ruff another club high, draw the last trump (if they
prove to be 3-1), enter dummy with a diamond, ruff another club high to set up the rest of dummy's clubs,
and enter dummy with the other top diamond. The fourth diamond in hand can now be thrown on the
good clubs. This only requires that clubs be 4 - 2 or 3 - 3, a combined chance of around 84%.
Geoffrey Toon

I don’t need to write that down ..I’ll remember it
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It’s happening in the Elizabeth Gibson Centre
The 52 Club
Sometime in the 1960’s, a group of 16 ladies from Northern Suburbs Bridge Club got together to play a
4 table game of teams. They decided to call themselves the 52 Club (52 cards in a pack). They met
once a month and a schedule was drawn up so that over a period of 15 months everyone played with a
different partner.
Some of the earlier players were Margaret Thomason, Marge Aveyard, Dorothy White, Jean Foxton,
Muriel Goodman, Jocelyn Grant Taylor, Betty Woodhouse, Myrtle Cummins, Pam Murray – to name a
few. They first played in the Bar Jai Club at Clayfield where NSBC was playing, but when NSBC moved
to the Hendra High School, they played in each other’s homes.
When NSBC moved to their own premises in Gerler Road, the 52 asked permission to play there on the
3rd Friday afternoon of each month. The format is roughly the same as was originally set up and they
have an enjoyable game of bridge. The only reason for anyone to drop out is usually because of ill
health, which doesn’t happen often.
Whoever has a birthday that month is expected to provide afternoon tea. Believe me, there are some
excellent cooks in the little club!

The Quilters
The Nundah Cottage Group now hire the Elizabeth Gibson Centre for its weekly
meetings on a Wednesday night.
We are a Patchwork/Quilting/Craft group that started in 1984 under the house of a
patchwork teacher, and have had a few different meeting places since.
Last year because of Covid we could not meet in the Church hall, but eventually
towards the end of the year we did meet a few times in Kalinga Park. Due to the
continuing regulations from the Church, we needed to find a new venue. In February
this year, with thanks to the Northern Suburbs Bridge Club, we moved our meetings to
the EG Centre and we are very happy with the room and grateful to the Bridge Club.
Recently we had a night where we brought along our first quilts, or some of our earlier
work, for a show and tell.
We do not teach patchwork, but do occasionally have evenings where we share ideas and have the
occasional mini workshop. We also have challenges and a quilt show every second year.
Below are some of our quilts, challenges etc:

Helen Hatch
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Please support our Sponsors

Spread the word about Bernborough Ascot and receive $1,000 cash reward*
Know of someone interested in Retirement Living? Refer them to the team at Bernborough Ascot and
be rewarded.
That’s right, refer someone to Bernborough Ascot under their referral program and you’ll both be
rewarded. Secure a $1,000 discount off the purchase price for the purchaser and a $1,000 Visa gift
card for the referrer.
Nominate somebody today!
To refer somebody please contact Bernborough Ascot’s Sales Manager, Lynette Marsh on
0447 806 781 or lynette.marsh@lendlease.com
For more information please visit: https://www.retirementbylendlease.com.au/bernboroughascot/incentives/
*Terms and conditions apply
This offer is subject to Terms and Conditions. A $1,000 Visa Gift Card will be made to the referring person upon the
referred party settling on a retirement living unit within the Bernborough Ascot retirement village. A $1,000 discount off
the purchase price will also be deducted from the referred party’s settlement sum of the retirement living unit. This
“Referral Incentive Claim Form” must be completed and submitted at the time of initial enquiry of the referred party.
This promotion is only valid for new referred parties that have not previously enquired at Bernborough Ascot.
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HAVE YOU GOT YOUR ABF MEMBERS’
TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR 2021?
The policy for the 2021 is available online right now.
You can apply completely online – just visit our website www.tbib.com.au and
follow the links to ABF Travel Insurance.
Policy benefits include:


Your choice to apply for Annual
Multitrip cover or Single trip
cover



Simple online application
process



Your choice to include or
exclude coverage for North
America



Generous benefits and policy
limits apply



Your choice to include or
exclude pre-existing medical
conditions



Automatic cover for trips up
to 90 days in duration



Access to TBIB’s claims
advocacy service



Australian based emergency
assistance
Please refer to the PDS for full terms & conditions

Apply online at www.tbib.com.au/abf/ or call us on 07 3252 5254
and we’ll be happy to help
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